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UPLIFT. AMPLIFY. ADVANCE. 

Usually a conference ends up being helpful 
for one of three things: first, learning; 
second, networking; third, being heard. 
This is the first conference we’ve attended 
that was clearly curated with a values-
commitment to all three. It created well-
attended sessions, effective partnerships, 
dynamic dialogue, and interest for us in 
next year already. Thank you!!  
– Rachel Spencer Hewitt  

The overall feeling I got from the 
conference was excited hopefulness...the 
belief that together we can accomplish 
anything. Not only did I gain 
professional knowledge that I was able 
to bring back to Renaissance 
Theaterworks in order to improve our 
company, I made several important 
connections with like-minded women 
committed to improving gender parity in 
theater.  – Suzan Fete 

Today is not a working day, it's a day to 
wake up, smell the roses and give gratitude 
for Statera. I also have to thank my 
sisters Hana Sharif and Nataki Garrett 
Myers – I'm still buzzing from your keynote 
speeches. To everyone that I connected with 
at the Statera conference, I will be bold 
enough to say that I am confident that this 
is just the beginning to a beautiful and 
radical partnership!  
– Simeilia Hodge-Dallaway 

Attending Statera’s National Conference 
totally reframed my relationship with 
theatre. The whole conference shifted 
my understanding of my own work.  
– Teresa Thuman 

The Statera Mentorship program is 
fantastic - both because my mentor has 
been such a steady and inspirational 
person and because it was amazing to 
feel a sense community with so many 
artists who come from different 
backgrounds. We are all out there 
hustling, and knowing I'm not alone 
makes the every-day struggles so much 
easier to handle.  – Alison Plott 

Having worked as a professional actress in 
Chicago for the past 30 years, I am so 
grateful to have the opportunity to give back 
and help women in the business, as there 
was nothing like this when I was starting 
out. Not only has it been an intensely 
rewarding experience to help my Statera 
mentee in all areas of Chicago theatre, I 
discovered the wealth of knowledge I have 
attained over the years and the immense 
value of it.  
– Lia Mortensen 
 

I just spent three days in the company 
of the most inspiring, strong, rebellious, 
and loving artists and change-makers I 
have ever met. My heart is bursting. My 
notebook is filled to the brim. We are the 
sea change. – Christine Hellman 
 


